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Twelve public exhibits from the Hitz family archive

Dated, captioned, and reproduced as the family kept them.

Washington, Caracas, Zurich, Paris, Hamburg, Philadelphia, Logan. November 1965 to February
1966.

Compiled by Elisabeth Hitz, granddaughter of Anna Maria Hitz.
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D.C. Heiress to $10 Million Fortune Missing

The Weather Door Prizes
Today—3ostly sunny, high near 60, o One of the best personality guides to
Toright—Clesr asd pool, low 2 t0 35 the men on Capliol Hill may be the
g n-;‘m-m and%um. Monday's doar decorntions in the Semate Office
&lch- dl#wl i ot 125 pan.g low, 44 9 Bulldings. Todsy, Stal Writer Robert

EPECE 8 am, I - L Asher reports on the swinging doorway
' = ;: Imscriptions In the Senate, See CL
Times Hernld

Weather Detalls an Page 7.
88th Year - No. 353 Phone RE. 71234 o Semeete  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1965 WIOBIV (9) Radio (150)

TEN CENTS

Exhibit 01. The Washington Post, Tuesday, November 23, 1965. Front page: D.C. Heiress
to $10 Million Fortune Missing.
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Jeudi 25 Novembre 1965 — F — CINQ

Anna-Maria, multimillionnaire dans
Alla-viaria, muitimiiiionnaire dans

i

Anna-Maria o disparu aprés avoir fouché un chéque de 1.000 francs le 29 octobre

L]

26 jours, disparait
avec un étudiant

L'héritiére suisse, deux fois kidnappée par son pére

- puis par sa mére, vivait avec celle-ci @ Washington

(De notre envoyé spécial permanent A. de SEGONZAC,)

WASHINGTON ST

U est passée Anna-Maria 2 La police sméricaine voudrait bien le savoir. Anna-
Maria est ['héroine d'un de ces tragiques divorces ou les parenfs se
disputent, a travers les continents, la garde de leur enfant. Elle devait, l=
20 décembre prochain, hériter des revenus d'une fortune évaluée entre 50 et 150
millions de francs, dont le capital devait |ui revenir dans trois ans, 3 I'Bge de 21 ans.

Mais quatre mois aprés s'étre

‘enfule de chez sa mere avec

un jeune étudiant allemand,
elle a disparu. Son soudain si-
lence laisse eraindre le pire.
ére d'Anna-Maria sa
John Hitz.

pelait Othmar C
un petit marchand de café
suisse. Grice & un uable

de brillants placements dans
au'.mI pays natal et su Vene
zuela-

Marié il ¥ a une vingtaine
d'anné avee une
il divorce en 1850. Une dpre

Hme éelate au sujet de sa
unigue,

En 1952, un tribunal du Ve-
nmnulaho& les F?l? riven:“aeé
Iamgm.l.a g:;led:m de

la voir rég ent.

Un jour, il vient la chercher
comme i l'habitude pour une
8o Caracas, L soir 1 siest vos

= n'est pas
revenu. Et le lendemain la
mére d'Anna-Maria est obligée
de se rendre i lévidence :
Penfant a été enlevée par son
ex-mari.

L'enfant & la garde de sa fante

Une extraordinaire course-

Engerens b T

ver sa fille, Mme Hitz se lance
sur les traces de son enfant.

. Mais chague fois qu'elle -par.

vient 4 la retrouver la sz
disparait 4 nouveau et la plae
15 Une autre école

En 1958, le marchand de calé
devenu millionnaire aux
achats de terrains faits au Ve-
nezuela, meprt. Dans son tes
""’“e"lx il cn(rnl'.le 1a garde de

dbehuitla

cher les revenus & partir de
son

Lo 26 octobre, elle dit 4 sa

mnelles  envoyé

quelques jours aprés avoir an-

n s0n intention reve
3 la maison

La police de Washington a
6té alertée la  semaine der-
nidre. Mais jusqu'd présent la
trace du jeune couple n'a pas

. 20 décem-

et le capital trois ans plus
tard, "

Mais la miére de l'enfant n'a
ru anundnnﬂné la lutte. En

o2
Yenléve et 'emméns aux Etats
Unis. Elle s'installe 4 Washin
ton o0l commence pour elle
une vie difficile. Elle n'a pas
fortune et se fait engager
comme gouvernante, d’abord
chez un diplomate allemand,
puisd la cure de la cathédrale

bre, Anna-Maria aura 18 ans.
Elle pourra demander & sa
tante qui gére sa fortune de
lui rendre des comptes de sa
Eestion et de Iui remettre les
mvexium Si elle est encors
en i

Exhibit 02. French daily, November 25, 1965. Multimillionaire in 26 days, and twice
kidnapped, by her father, then by her mother.
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Die Mufter des ¥ I HI '-;
verschwundenen i l e I In n e I' = r I“
Studenten: e b | |
_:ﬁ.

ist seine wahre Liehe®

Von OTTFRIED VON WEISS und JURGEN KARZEL (sad)
Hannover/Washington, 25. Novembe

wAnna Maria ist selne wahre Liebe!" Das sagt in Hannove
die Mutter des deuvtschen Studenten Ulrich Bierschenk (25), mit

dem die Schweizer 40-Millionen-Erbin Anna Maria Hitz (17)
den Vereinigten Staaten durchgebrannt ist (BILD berichte

dariber).

Der Student hat bereits eine
Enttiuschung hinter sich: Fast
dreit.i"ahre lang war er ve‘l;hei-
rate i B Uist ater
eines Mamwmmn Kin-
des, Im letzten Sommer wurde
die Ehe geschieden. Seine Frau
lebt mit dem Kind in Salt Lake
City (USA).

Mutter Aline Bierschenk (49):
Jlch mache mir keine Sorgen. Ul-
rich ist patent, der kommt schon
durch!"

Vater Theodor Bierschank (57),
el der  Phil i .

rich hat unseren Seg_ran,h Wéqg

und auch Hunger ertragen.”

Ulrich wurde in Warschau ge-
boren und wuchs Im Warthegau
auf, 1945 kam er mit den Eltern
nach Hannover. Dort machte er
sein Abitur. Erst in Amerika ent-
schlof er sich zum Studium: Zu-
ndchst Forstwirtschaft, dann poli-
tische Wissenschaflen.

Um sein Studiengeld und den
Unterhalt fir seine kleine Familie
zu verdienen, arbeltete er in der
deutschen Botschaft in Washing-
ton. Hier lernte er im Sommer
1944 die Millionenerbin Anna Ma-

ria Hitz kennen.
ieder lief Anna Maria

Anna Maria im
wird, kann sie ja Uber die Zin-
sen ihres Millionenvermigens
verfligen.”

Aber die Mutter ist doch ein
bifichen ingstlich, wenn sie an
die 40 Millionen denkt: ,,Wir
sind doch sehr biirgerliche Men-
schen. Mein grifter Wunsch ist,
das Midchen recht bald kennen-
zulernen, Vor vier Tagen hat
Irich einen Brief geschrie-
o

ing.
Die Eltern: ,Er kann arbejten

ihrer Muiter Anna Spring-Hitz
in Washington davon, um mit
Ulrich in zu ko

Jetzt Ist das Liebespaar ||;;n\-
los ch den — ige Wo-
chen vor dem 18, Geburistag des
Mtidchens. An diesem Tage, dem
20. Dezember, erbt sle 40 Millio-
nen Mark Ihres verstorbenen Va-
ters, Zuletzt wurden Ulrich und
Anna Maria im Spieler-Paradies
Las Yegas gesehen.

Anna Marias Mutter telefonierte
geslern verzweifelt mit der ge-

schiedenen Frau des Studenten.|

Die Junge Frau: ,lch weiB nicht,
wo Ulrich ist. Es ist mir auch
gleichglltig. Hauptsache: ich habe

unser gemeinsames Kind!"

Mit einem deutschen Studenten
verschwunden: Anna Marie Hitz (17)

Exhibit 03. BILD, West Germany, November 25, 1965. The husband's family gives its

version.
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A-8 THE EVENING STAR
X Washington, D. C., Friday, November 26, 1965

D.C. Heiress Wires Mother
She'sWed SafeinVenezuela

The ‘“‘missing’” 17-year-old
Swiss heiress, Anna Maria Hitz,
has notified her mother in
Washington by cable that she is
safe in Venezuela.

But Mrs. Anna Spring-Hitz,
the mother, who is a housekeep-
er at St. Matthew’s Cathedral
rectory here, said today she
dobuted the authenticity of the_
‘table.

e mother contacted the
Washington  police  missing
persons squad last week, stating
that she feared for the safety of
her daughter, whom she had not
heard from for more than three

Exhibit 04. The Evening Star, Washington, November 26, 1965. Her mother doubts the
cable. The blue underline is the family's.
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2-THE WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1963

Living With Husband in Venezuele

Heiress Turns U

CARACAS, Venezuela, Nov. 26
Pl — The mysterious
disappearance of a pretty
17-year-old heiress due to inherit
a Swiss fortune of $10 million
shortly before Christmas, was
cleared up today when she
turned up here — married and
the mother of a haby daughter.

Anna Maria Hitz Bierschenk
became the object of an
international search when her
mother, Anna Spring-Hitz who
was in Washington at 3206
Wisconsin-av nw, reported her
missing earlier this month.

After reading in newspapers
here that authorities were
looking for her, Anna Maria
said she cabled her mother: “I
am happy, married and have a
baby daugher.”

ANNA MARIE

an International court battle in

CALL 1953, Her mother was divorced HSSES ;
Mrs. Spring-Hitz said this  from Othmar John Hitz, a Swiss MRS. SPRING HITZ
morning she hadn't received businessman . who made a  She's trying to get in touch

any cable. She planncd fo call foptune in Venezuelan coffee. A with her daughter

her daughter. Venezuelan court awarded Mrs.
Anna Maria, who was born in  Spring-Hitz custody of Anna  To complicate matters, a
Venezuela, said she is living Maria. ; Swiss court awarded custody of
~ with her husband, Polish-born But on several occasions, Mr. Anna Maria to Mr. Hitz’ sister,

Exhibit 05. Washington Daily News, November 26, 1965. Heiress Turns Up, living with
husband in Venezuela.
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Fair o

tonight and colder. Contine
ued cold Saturday with ine
creasing cloudiness and a fow
snow flurries near the moun-
tains. High tomorrow near 40,
Law r 25

YOL. 56, NO. 281 LOGAN, UTAH, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1965 TEN CENTS

Missing Heiress In
Caracas-A- Mother

An intarnatiana mi..i-- l..iu.. M\MM ............

Exhibit 06. The Herald Journal, Logan, Utah, November 26, 1965. The wires carry it
nationwide.
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|@he WEvening Bulletin 7o

' PHILADELPHIA, Friday, November 26, 1965 H

lG:rI 17, in Caracas Says
She ls Mtssmg Hen‘ess |

Caracas, Venezuela,, Nov. 26
—(UPI)—A gitl believed to be
17-year:old Anna Maria Hitz,
missing heiress to a $10 million
Swiss coffee fortune, turned up| ¢
here vyesterday—married and | SSE
the mother of a daughter born o
Nov. 2.

She said she is the wife off §
Ulrich Bierschenk, 25, a Polishaf
‘horn German citizen with whom i
‘Miss Hitz was traveling when|
she dropped out of sight in
'Stateline, Calif., Oct, 28. The
date of their marriage was not
‘known,
Her mother, Anna Sprmg-

- T " e s S Sy D

Exhibit 07. The Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia, November 26, 1965. Girl, 17, in Caracas
Says She Is Missing Heiress.
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that missing teenage heiress:
into the hospital as a marri¢

‘and gave birth to 2 girl.
_The Office of Information
of the Centro Medico Maternl-
ty Clinie In Caracas sald, in
a telephone interview that a
young woman entered the hos-
pital last Nov. 2 and listed
herself as “Anna Maria Bier-
schenk . . . wife of Ulrich
Bierschenk. She gave

to a girl the same day and|

left two days later, the hos
11:!11.':;.‘: said.

Other news dispatches sald '

'that Anna Maria, Ulrich, and
their daughter, Claudia Rosa,
lwere last reported in guarded
\seclusion at {he mansion of a
wealthy Venezuelan wid I
The widow is Lina Rosa
Fuentes. A servant of Mrs.
Fuentes, Juan Fernandez, sald
last might in a telephone in-
terview that the Bierschenks
had been at the mansion but
left two days ago for an un-
osed hiding place, “Ihe

'e fhe_ g

ANNA MARIA | HITZ

Tlnll.;n ‘Ppul":l!lnieinuliw
_ ANNA SPRING-HITZ
. . . missing heiress in Venezuela and her Washington mother.

ibit 08. The Washington Post, November 29, 1965. Missing Heiress Reported a

The Hitz Inheritance - thehitzinheritance.com/archive/

Mother. "Glad to read this," in the family's hand.



Exhibit 09. Daily Journal, Caracas, late 1965. Mrs. Hitz Points Finger at Two Others:

Heiress Case

Mrs. Hitz Points_
Fingerat Two Others

Daily Journal Staff

Anna Spring Hitz yesterday con-
tinued the proceedings on the
heritance case by denouncing Rosa
Fuentes de Alzugaray and Leo
Vietor Keil for unauthorized ap-
propriation of funds belonging 1o
her late hushand, coffee king O.
J4. ‘Hitz:-

Mrs, Hitz, accompanied before
the Technical Police by her two
young lawyers, said the denuncia-
iion she had made included other
persons “whose names 1 do not
wish to reveal now.”

SUDDENLY RICH

Speaking op Keil's role, she said
he had been a servant of her
late husband’s and now appeared
to. be suddenly rich, which was
probably [rom appropriating some
of her husband’s large estate

‘Maria Lourdes Fuentes was re-
nioved from PTJ  headquarters
where she had been held in pre-
ventive arrest due to a denuncia-
tion made by her aunt, Rosa Fuen-
tes de Alzugaray, for stealing some
of her jewelry and bonds. She was

" taken to her home, still under ar-

rest,. as. her lawyer had a doetor
certify that one:of her wvertebrae
had become inflamed trom a pro-
longed sitting position in the
guestioning, J

COURT

PTJ sources said the entire dock-
et of the body's investigations will
go today to court, probably the
first instructional court, where
Domingo Rincon sogollop sits as

judge.

Jose Vieente Graterol Roque,
Jawyer for -both Maria Lourdes
Fuentes and the “missing heiress”
Anne Marie Hitz yesterday said
that 'l am an enemy of avarice
I have. told my clients that the
Hitz fortune is large enough to

pay what it owed the government

mm have quite a hit left over.”

.1 PECULATION

. He was rveferring to an action
blaught against Hitz while he was
still. alive by the Central « Bank
of Venezuela for peculation of ap-
mnx]h‘mtely . three . million . bo-
livars, “The- Bank first denounced
Hitz seeking a eriminal indictment.
He was-defended by Rafael Na-
Yanjo  Ostty; now the defender of
Perez Jimenez, ;and he got Hitz
off after a“ten-year: trial.

‘sult all his belongings to-he—11i]

| governmeni perding the suit a-

schoolteacher vin ‘La Pastora until

The Ceniral Bank then replaced
a civil suil ageinst Hitz, as a re-

pounded until the suil was de-
termined, buli he died and the
suit iz =till pending.

SHARES

But while he was: in jail await-
ing the results of the first trial it
is reported that Hitz gave Rosa
Fuentes de Alzugaray most of the
goods he -owned, particularly |
shares payable to_bearer, so they
would not be confiscated by the
government.

When Hitz diverced his wife in
1950 they decided jointly there
were no goods to be divided a-
mong them ard Darted nmmably
it-18 Jeportec{

It was learned in. judicial civ-
cles that Mrs. Hitz was ip Cara-|
cas when her husband died and
not in Switzerls had de-
claled__mhtm Two weeks after
his death she went ta the Tenth
Penal in the First Instance court
and filed suit for her husband’s
estate,. at the same time making
accusations that her husband had
been murdered.

DECISION UPHELD

The court ruled against her be-
cause there was no money to. give
out as it was impounded by the

gainst him by the Central Bank.
Mrs, Hitz then appealed to the
Third Penal Supreme Court, where
the lower court's decigion was up-
held.

Her presence here at the time
of Hitz’s death was verified yes-
terday by Dr. Alfonso Davalos,
urologist who attended Hitz at the
Mendez Gimon clinic unti] he
died on July 4, 1858, The doclor
said he had {o forbid Mrs, Hilz
epntrance—to the ward because of
heér repeated aCCUbQL@_OTIE of mur-
der against ber “husband, and that |
this is what promp him to ask
for an autepsy which verified his
treatment. ;

CONTRADICTION

Mrs. Alzugaray, meanwhile, said
yesterday , that she had bheen a

when she retived with a
thly. pension :of Bs. 500. This
contradicted earlier ‘rumors ‘that |
Hitz had criginally made his for-
tune speculating with capital Jent
to him by the daughter of the
former Venezueian m‘esadent Ca-
priano Casiro. .

bearer shares, an autopsy, a murder accusation in print.

The Hitz Inheritance -
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@ Anne M letzte Schritte in der Schml:: Vo Echmnus
Flurlingen ZH worde sie ins ) Auto g

CUWeh e, L N
ﬁﬂv!«ﬂb arrt b I ‘5‘
+ BLICK Donnerslag, 16. Dez, 1965 .a 4(,*“‘“-2_““ “»u&"o{. M&'Ufz

Goldspatz'". versohnt

Mutter Hitz besuchte ihr Annely

CARACAS - Der Familienzwist zwischen der 1T|iihﬂ%hu| Schwei-
zer Millionenerbin Anna-Maria Hitz-Bierschenk und ihrer Mutter
scheint nach einem gemeinsam verbrachten W Wochenende bei-
gelegt zu sein.
| Fraw Anpa Spring-Hitz (53),] Tochter und Mutler, bis sich (von Fran Spring-Hitz, Mario
die Mutter des wGoldspatzesy, | diese schliesslich am vergan- Romero, in Kiirze bekannige-
welche im Jabre 1953 von dem | genen Wochenende entschloss, | bel ben will, was fil rsdn%mm
isch isch aus Washis nach Caracas | Klientin emlﬁm will, um
Kaffeemagnaten Othmar Jobn | zu fliegen und selbst snach | «die finanzielle Lage ihrer
Hiitz. mhlednn wurde, erkliir- | dem Rechlen zu sehens. Tochter zu normalisierens.

te am Dienstagabend: Sie traf am vergangenen
und i Kind sind woblauf, ook | Samstag in der vemezolant e e e o

nach
verschwand. Spiter tauchte sie zeugte.

dann jedogh in Caracas wie-| Wenlger seheint | 0

der auf — uerhamlnl.m:dmilienﬂﬂlﬂlm

einem renen Tochter- | sohn,

chen _ berichtete dar- ten Ulrich Bierschenk (25), zu

ﬂb:}f sein. sle‘_uldﬂm ﬂu‘:?;

uf  diese al Z
haften Vermégens, das

Wendung f nmulli pen wei] | SagoNID .

wmmm Zwischen | sie noch nicht ganz sicher sel, | Hit" hite, meinlo
ob dieser es ehrlich meinte, | ™"
als or ibre Tochter Das haft
habe, «lch will sic steckt nach ilren Angaben zur
dass er das Miidchen ‘nur | Hauptsache in venezol
des Geldes wegen heirateten, von denen zwel
sagte sie. © " |sich im Zentrum von Caracas
Inzwischen wurde weiter be- | befinden und melrere
kannt, dass der Rechtsanwalt|nen Dollar wert sein sollen.

N, el - Copes

Exhibit 10. BLICK, Zurich, December 16, 1965. Goldspatz versoehnt: the Golden Sparrow,
reconciled. "We hope this isn't true," the family wrote above it.
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Exhibit 11. Ultimas Noticias, Caracas, January 11, 1966. 50 Millones que dejo Hitz:
counting the estate.
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 PAGINA DIS2 : “®EL MUNDO* T - CARACAS, LUNES 14 DE FEBRERO DE 1945 °

L DOGTOR NARANJD O3ITY
Y[l ESGANDALD HITZ-SPRINC

Wy e "(

= g e

+COSA mmam\ o d
con

derechos, Comseruancia de
ol doglor Josd Vicanie que se ha decidida o
G
iraiarn] n WX \A
L

—Las reclamaciones de la

nas y por los mismos hechos, carecen de I por existir cosa juzgada on lo penal 1 yewin, g, B B S s S e

. arie Cimar dose  inierpoesis s ha
John S, K1 Jurs reqve- - declarede pev deierias, <La

apoderade”, en el sentido de adminis- U5 A0 iy T
wil g e B T R by R

i el & lni avesigus: r o dentrario

=2or. frador, sino defensor de Otmar John & seora Spring si fue apoderada con facul- -4:-"‘;'..'. mardios 1 02 chto me (a siln e

5, . -ﬂ wviens Ls mixima de] Dersc]
rgaron pod, w ;. Paw  judicttn pro
et e tad para vender, hipotecar, cobr ’1 Futs, verdaderuments apom  verliste habaiurs,

asty
o o turs,
Ay

zgf Pl
. cuyo  fayer s b
Por Antonio Mirquez Mata 2 | sl a2
i ghijeto
i axivien d-d-ln—, kl-ump mienires ne e proscriba sa
y mente fimes, 86l Juigadn 2rcisn, al demandwde o &
Cusrio e Instruccién del 908 hetederns o o elrp ters
eal Libertader, ™ or gue B mesiee
do_tocha 3-10-88; del Ju- J° mrm :nmhb:';‘:::
o ol
anela el ln hbraaeros o
T ]’ Gl drin Opanes purpetismante
. Distrite Feders] y el Estwin 18 excopcidn do cons fusgaon
Mirands, e fechs 131348, SOMTV of demaadanie, w
¥ fn In Chrte Superine Ter- i'ndﬂu W stres curlesquis:
oora e la Chreuns- #n nmbes da slioe
ctlpeitn Jedicial_del Distri- .llll-u n gosss.

y en lo civil. - El doctor Naranjo Ostty no,

Y

. alonh an comrulis al Juzes
Séptimo de Primtra I.ll-
IIIKII l‘mll de In Clreu

eri dicialdel
?mru ¥l !hl-ap it

ﬂﬁkﬁm:, a;u vr-l:ma 2

Yielbmfes, mu-u..m ,m ;:;' § da diciembre

Exhibit 12. El Mundo, Caracas, February 14, 1966. The Hitz-Spring scandal gets a name.
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